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PROPHETIC CONJECTURES: 
| WITH AN 


INTRODUCTION AND REMARKS. 
—— 


INTRODUCTION. 


PRophrev is one of the beſt evidences of a divine 
revelation. And it is a pecuhar glory of our 
Bible that it contains a regular ſeries of prophecies 
from the earlieſt times to the conſummation of all 
things. Even Enoch the ſeventh from Adam, 
propheſied : and though we have little preſerved 
of that very early date, from the age of the flood 
we have a chain of Scripture predictions, which 
running through all the ſubſequent ages connects 
even with eternity. Noah foretold the manner in 
which the new world ſhould be divided among his 
ſons; and their different deſtinies. Abraham, Jacob 
and Moſes, marked the out-lines of Jewiſh hiſtory 
down to the times of Meſſiah and later, with not a 
few circumſtances relative to other nations. David 
greatly enlarged the treaſures of inſpiration ; and 
the ſucceeding Prophets, each in clearer and fuller 
language, deſcribed the events of future and diftant 
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ages---the various revolutions of empires and 
| ſtates--and ſome of them even fixed the tine; in 
| which their words ſhould be accompliſhed. The 
New Teſtament completes and illuſtrates the Old. 
| Our Lord and his apoſtle Paul added many valu- 
| able particulars ; the former as to the cloſe of the 
| Jewiſh ceconomy, and the latter with reſpect to 
1 the corruptions ſince brought into the Chriſtian 
3 church. But the ReveLaTion of St. John, or 
: | rather of Jeſus Chriſt to him, contains the moſt full 
1 and important ſeries of propheſies ever beſtowed 
on mankind; extending from the cloſe of the firſt 
century of Chriſtianity, about which period it was 
written, to the end of time; and may be conſidered 
as an inſpired comment on the predictions of 
Daniel, referring in great meaſure to the ſame 
een. | { 

But prophecy was intended not merely as a con- 
firmation of the divine records in which it was 
1 contained ; but alſo as a ſource of comfort and en- 
| couragement to. the Lord's people in times of 
public diſtreſs and danger; whence we find the 
prophets particularly ſtudied by good men in ſuch 
| periods. It was during the ſeventy years captivity 
| that Daniel ſearched the ſacred books, and found 
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that they were near expiring. It is highly proba- 
ble that the ſtudy of Daniel's prophecies prepared a 
| . the pious Jews for the coming of their Lord, after — 
I having waited ſor his ſalvation, during a period of 3 
| | great darkneſs and depravity. And doubtleſs 
| many times when the Lord's people have been 
| looking out for deliverance to the church, as thoſe 
| | that watch for the morning, they have found much 
encouragement for their hopes, and often wonder- 
F ful and ſeaſonable fulfilments of the divine pro- 
' - Miſes. It will be found, on enquiry, that moſt of 
Tr. SS. the 
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the authors from whom the following extracts are 
ſelected, wrote either during times of perſecution, 
or in the immediate proſpect of them. 

It is true, our Lord reproves thoſe that were in- 
quiſitive as to the times which the Father hath re- 
ſerved in his own power ; but it is no leſs obſery- 
able, that he ſharply accuſed the_Phariſees, for that 
they did not diſcern the figns of the times. Secret 
things, indeed, belong to the Lord our God; but thoſe 
that are revealed, unto us and to cur children. To 
theſe REVEALED things (and ſuch are the pro- 
phetic as well as other parts of ſcripture) many 
great and good men have thought themſelves juſ- 
tified in directing their humble and modeſt enqui- 
ries ; not without hopes that ſome of thoſe oracles, 
which the inſpired inſtruments who uttered them 
were not permitted to underſtand, might yet be 
unveiled to others, in or near whole times they were 
about to be accompliſhed ; ſeeing the apoſtle Peter 
teacheth us that not unto themſelves, but unto us did 
they miniſter the things which are reported in the 
ſcriptures, [See 1 Pet. i. 10--12.] It ſhould not 
be thought ſtrange and unaccountable, then, if fome 
ſuggeſtions of eminent and pious men ſhould, re- 
markably correſpond with ſubſequent events, and 
that even their conjectures ſhould ſometimes appear 
Prophetic ; ell] a= as the ſecret of the Lord is with 
them that fear him, and be teacheth them wonderful 
things out of his word, Surely 1t 1s not incredible, 
nor is it, I hope, enthuſiaſtic to ſuppoſe, that among 
the multitude of rays emitted from the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs to a believer who walks in the light of 
his countenance, ſome may convey a peculiar inſight 
to the ſublime parts of ſcripture ; and after reading 
the enſuing paſſages, I am perſuaded few will ab- 
ſolutely deny the fact. 
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As this tract may fall into the hands of ſome 
perſons but very little acquainted with the pro- 
phecics, and in particular with the Book of the 
Revelatien, on which moſt of the following conjec- 
tures are founded, it is judged neceſſary, in order 
to render them intelligible, to prefix an idea of the 
nature of the viſions it contains, and a very brief 


analyſis of theſe hy gar eſpecially ſuch parts of 


them as are generally agreed to be already accom- 
liſhed ; and this ſhall be taken, for the moſt part, 
Tom the 3d Vol. of the admirable and luminous 
Diſſertations of Biſhop Newton on the Prophecies. 
Let the reader, in the firſt place, obſerve, that the 
viſions which the beloved apoſtle relates in the 
order in which he ſaw them, were emblematic re- 
preſentations of the future ſtate of the church of 
Chriſt, and of her enemies, in the various ſucceſſive 
ages of the world, It is not altogether agreed 
whether the epiſtles to the ſeven churches in chap. 


ii. and iii. were 2 prophetic or not; but if 


they were, it is ſuppoſed, 1. That the church of 
Epheſus, repreſents the church in the apoſtolic age-- 
2. That of Smyrna, the time of the ten early per- 


ſecutions, and to the days of Conſtantine---3. 


That of Pergamos, the church from that period 
during the riſe of popery--4. That of Thyatira, 
the dark ages of the church preceding the reform- 
ation--$. That of Sardis, the reformed church-- 
6. That of 1. 7 Chriſt's ſpiritual reign- and 
the 7th and laſt, That of Laodicea, à ſtate of re- 


markable declenſion expected to follow the latter 


period, and immediately to precede the end of the 
world. Theſe are the ideas of the learned Dr. 
Gill and others. What follows is chiefly (as we 
propoſed) from Biſhop Newton. 


Chap. 
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Chap. IV. and V. contain the preparatory viſion, 
in which is introduced a volume ſealed with ſeven 
ſeals, which the Son of God alone is found able to 
unlooſe. p | 

Chap. VI. VII. and VIII. relate the opening of 
the SEALs, and the uniolding of the book, wherein 


« Each op'ning leaf, and ev'ry ſtroke 
« Fulfils ſome deep deſign.” 


The fr/t ſeal opens a ſcene of triumph, and is 
referred to a ſeries of remarkable victories obtained 
by the Romans, from the acceſſion of Veſpaſian to 
the reign of Nerva, incluſive; a period of not 
quite thirty years; which includes, however, the 
conqueſt and deſtruction of Jeruſalem. This pe- 
riod was equally remarkable for the ſucceſſes of 
the goſpel, and to thoſe ſome chuſe rather to refer 
this ſcene. 

The ſecond ſeal introduces the bloody wars and 
Naughters which followed for near an hundred years, 
during the reigns of Trajan and his ſucceſſors down 
to Septimus Severus; including the rebellion and 
deſtruction of the impoſtor Barchochab, and his 
_ deluded followers. | 

The third ſeal deſcribes the ſevere juſtice and 
ceconomy which marked the reign of the laſt men- 
tioned emperor and his family, which continued 
for about forty years. 

The fourth ſeal introduces a period of war, fa- 
mine, peſtilence, and the ravages of wild beaſts ; 
which laſted from the reign of Maximin to that of 
Diocleſian, about fifty years. 

The ffth ſeal refers to what has been called the 
age of martyrs, the tenth and laſt heathen perſecu- 
tion under Diocleſian; which exceeded all the 
former, raging inceſſantly for ten years, 
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The th ſeal uſhers in the grand revolution 
brought about by Conſtantine, in which heatheniſm 
was finally overthrown, and Chriſtianity made the 
eſtabliſhed religion of the empire. This period is 
extended to the death of Theodoſius, about ſeventy 
years, and brings us to near the cloſe of the fourth 
century. | 
The /eventh and laſt ſeal introduces ſeven angels 
with trumpels, the ſounding of which ſucceſſively 
marks out ſeven other remarkable periods, which 
we have in Chap. VIII. and IX, 

The fi/* trumpet deſcribes the invaſion of Alaric 
and the Goths, under the image of a tremendous 
ſtorm. | » 
The ſecond trumpet repreſents the ravages of At- 
tila and his Huns, by the figure of a burning 
mountain Caſt into the fea. . | 

The third trumpet introduces the heretical Gen- 
ſeric and his Vandals from Italy, as a ſtar falling 
from heaven, and embittering the waters. 
The fourth trumpet refers to Odoacer and the 
Heruli, who totally deſtroyed the poor remains of 
the Weſtern Roman empire, even to the very 
name, and founded the kingdom of the Oſtrogoths. 
This is repreſented in prophetic language as ex- 
tinguiſhing one third of the celeſtial luminaries, 
Theſe events bring us to about the middle of the 
ſixth century; and a proclamation is now made 
from heaven to prepare us for the three following, 
which are , diſtinguiſhed by the name of oe 
Trumpets, and introduce events ſtill more terribly 
ſublime. | 

The fifth trumpet introduces Mohammed, an- 
other fallen ſtar, and his Arabian army, under the 
ſtriking ſimilitude of locuſts. 


The /ixth trumpet lets looſe the four ſultanies of 
| Turks 
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Turks and Othmans, whoſe wars are deſcribed in 
tremendous language. Theſe trumpets effected 
the ruin of the Eaſtern empire. | 
The ſeventh trumpet brings in the Millenium. 
But previous to this is introduced a ſcene of a 
little book, which is conſidered as a kind of appen- 
dix and illuſtration of the preceding prophecies, 
and ſome additions. This begins what is com- 
monly called the ſecond part of the Book of Re- 
velation, which properly commences with the laſt 
verſe of Chap. X. | mt 
Chap. XI. deſcribes the character, death, and 
reſurrection of God's faithful witneſſes. Upon 
this chapter (particularly ver. 13.) great part of the 
following conjectures are founded; we ſhall only 
apprize the reader that he will find authors not 
agreed whether the death and re ſurrection of theſe 
witneſſes is yet paſt or future. Thoſe who main- 
rain the former, explain it of ſome of the following 
events, which remarkably coincide with the three 
prophetic days (or years) and an half; via. 

.1. The ſeſſion of the council of Conftance from 
November, 1414, to April, 1418, in which period 
Huſs and Jerom of Prague were burnt; after this 
the pope loſt the kingdom of Bohemia. 

2. The perſecution; of the Proteſtants of the 
league of Smalcald, from April, 1547, to Decem- 
ber, 1550. | A 

3. The perſecution of the cruel Q. Mary in 
England from Feb. 1555, to Nov. 1558. 

4. From the maſſacre of Paris, Sept. 1572, to 
the treaty of Henry III. of France in favor of the 
Hugonots, May, 1576, was nearly the ſame period. 

5. The popiſh reign of our K. James II. from 
Feb. 168 5, to Nov. 1688. | | 
6. From the revocation of the edict of Nantz 
in 
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in Oct. 1685, to the coronation of K. William III. 
in England, April, 1689, by which an aſylum was 
in ſome meaſure provided for them, and their 
drooping hopes much encouraged. | 

7. From the cruel edict of the duke of Savoy 
againſt the Proteſtants in Piedmont, near the end 
of 1686, to another edict in their favor June, 1690. 

8. Tyrconnel's viceroyſhip. in Ireland under K. 
James II. from Feb. 1686-7, to K. William's 
victories in 1690. 

All the above events and ſeveral others have 
been obſerved to agree with the prediction in ſome 
reſpects; but none completely ſo, its full accom- 
pliſhment —_ rhaps,for ſome event ſtill future. 

Chap. XII. deſcribes a great red dragon, which 
is commonly underſtood of Pagan Rome, and this 
viſion illuſtrates the events of the firſt ſix ſeals, 

Chap. XIII. 1--10. repreſents Papal Rome as 4 
ten horned beaſt, ſucceſſor to the preceding. 
Verſes 11--18. deſcribes a two horned beaſt, which 
Biſhop Newton and others explain of the Po 
(called alſo the falſe prophet )- and his clergy. The 
number of the beaſt is explained with ſome variety, 


but moſt adopt the ancient notion of Ireneus who 


finds it in LaTerxos, the Latin or Roman, an epi- 
thet conſtantly applied to the Weſtern church ; and 
it is remarkable that about this time (666) the 
uſe of Latin in the church offices became general. It 
is alſo obſervable that the Hebrew word Romiitn, 
of the ſame meaning as the Greek LaTzrxos, con- 
tains alſo the ſame number. Some writers ſuppoſe 
this beaſt to mean the tyranny of the Lewiſes in 
France, and therefore find the number in the nu- 
merals of Lupovicus, which anſwers to it in Latin. 
The truth of theſe matters may be ſeen as fol- 
lows: IN BET rn 
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progreſs:.of the reformation by the publiſhing cr 
the everlaſting goſpel, which is ſucceeded by an aw- 


ful picture of the deſtruction of antichriſt. 
Chap. XV. contains a viſion preparatory to 


ſe- 


ven angels pouring out the ſeven laſt vials (cups or 


cenſers) of the wrath of God. 


Chap. XVI. The vials are poured out, and ef- 


ſect the final deſtruction of antichriſt. 
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Chap. XVII. repreſents the church of Rome 
under the emblem of a gaudy harlot, riding on the 


ſeven headed beaſt. That this means Rome, be- 


ſide the authorities cited by commentators, take 
the following from Ganganelli, afterwards Pope 
Clement XIV. | 

Inviting the Abbe Ferghen to viſit Rome, he 


tells him that it © may be ſeen a thouſand times 
and always with new pleaſure. This city, ſituated 


upon SEVEN HILLS, Which the ancients call the 
ſeven miſtreſſes of the world, ſeems to command 
the univerſe, and boldly to ſay to mankind, that 
ſhe is the qyEEN and the cHIET.“ Letter II. Eng- 
Chap. XVIII. deſcribes the utter deſtruction of 
ſpiritual Babylon. Soap - 
Chap. XIX. the triumph of the church thereon. 
Chap. XX. repreſents the millenial ſtate, or a 
thouſand years of the churches glory ; and a ſhort 
period of dreadful calamity between that and the 
day of judgment. | 55 
Chap. XXI, XXII. The new heaven, the new 
earth, and the new Jeruſalem ; differently underſtood 
either of the millenium or of heaven itſelf. This 
leads to the concluſion. 
Having thus given the reader a very brief ſketch 


of the plan and contents of the Apocalypſe, we ſhall 

introduce him to the following authors in the order 

in which they wrote; forbearing our further ob- 
ſervations till the reader has gone through them. 
Win T6 önnen TO 91999797 un 
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No. I. ARCHRISHOP BROWN, A. D. 1551. 


Du. Grox cx Brown, Abp. of Dublin, (conſe- 
crated by Abp. Cranmer) was a man of conſider- 
able piety and learning, the firſt proteſtant biſhop 
in Ireland, and very inſtrumental in the reformation 
of that ki 
Within a dozen years of the foundation of the 
order of JesviTs, he preached a ſermon at Chriſt 
Church, Dublin, (the year abovementioned) in 
which he gave the following character of that 
order. 

« There is a new fraternity of late ſprung up, 
who call themſelves Jeſuits, which will decerve many, 
who are much after the ſcribes and phariſees man- 


ner: amongſt the Jews they ſhall ſtrive to aboliſh 


the truth, and ſhall come very near to do it; for 
theſe ſorts will turn themſelves into ſeveral forms, 
with the heathen an heatheniſt, with atheiſts an 
atheiſt, with Jews a Jew, and with the reformers a 
reformade, purpoſely to know your intentions, your 
minds, vw hearts, and your inclinations, and 
thereby bring you at laſt to be like the fool that 


faid in his heart, there is no God, Theſe ſhall ſpread 


ever the whole world, ſhall he admitted into the 
councils of princes and they never the wiſer ; charm- 
ing of them; yea, making your princes reveal their 
hearts, and the ſecrets therein unto them, and yer 
they not perceive it; which will happen from fall- 
ing from the law of God....and by winking at their 
ſins; yet in the end, God, to juſtify his law, ſhal 


' ſuddenly cut off this ſociety, even by the hands of 


thoſe tho have moſt ſuccoured them, and made ufe of 
is 


Fw 


12 PROPHETIC CONJECTURES : 


to all nations: they ſhall be worſe than Jews having 
no reſting place upon earth, and then ſhall a Jew 
have more favour than a Jeſuit.” [HARLEIAV 
MisckrrAxv, vol. V. p. 566.] 
IIt necd not be added, an this character proved 
prophetic. It ſhall only be noted that this 3 
which was founded by Ignatius Loyola in 1540, was 
expelled England in 1604.---Venice, 1606---Por- 
tugal, 1759---France, 1764---Spain and Sicily, 
1767---and totally ſuppreſſed by Pope Clement 
XIV. 177 3. 


No. i REV. JOHN KNOX, 1572. 


Tears intrepj 1 Scors reformer, cc * never ed 
the face of man,“ is ſaid, in ſeveral inſtances; to 
have been indowed with a prophetic ſpirit. The 
like has been aſſerted of Lutber, Huſs, Wiſhart, 
Uber, and other eminent characters, of which the 
reader will form his own judgment. The follow- 
ing, at this period, muſt ſtrike many, as corre- 
ſponding at once with recent events, and with that 
awful declaration of heaven, that God “ viſiteth 
the ſins of the fathers upon the children, unto * 
third and fourth gene ration.) | 
The news of the horrid Maſſacre of Pars was 
brought to Edinburgh about the twelfth of Sep- 
75 , by Mr. Killegrew, ambaſſador from Queen 
lizabeth. ; Mr. Knox, introduced it into his 
next ſermon, with his uſual denunciation of ' God's 
vengeance, thereon, which he defired-the French 
mt Mani, Le mw might be * 


PDR. THOMAS GOODWIN. 13 


with. The denunciation was to this purport, “ Sen- 

tence 1s pronounced in Scotland againſt that mur- 
derer, the King of France, and God's vengeance 
ſhall never depart from him, nor his houſe, but 
his name ſhall remain an execration to poſterity ; and 
none that ſbail come of his loius ſhall enjoy that king- 
dom in peace and quietneſs, unleſs repentance pre- 
vent God's judgement.” The Ambaſſador, being 
told it, applied to the Regent and Council, and 
complained that his maſter was called a traitor and 
murderer of his ſubjects under a promiſe and truſt; 
and deſired that an edict might be publiſhed, pro- 
hibiting the ſubjects of Scotland to ſpeak any . 
to the diſhonour of his maſter; eſpecially the Mi- 
niſters in their ſermons. This was waved by the 
Council; and the Ambaſſador was told, ,that they 

could not hinder the Miniſters from ſpeaking even 
againſt themſelves. [Lirz of Knox. ] 


— . — 
No. III. Da. THOMAS GOODWIN, 1639. 


Tris excellent and venerable divine, who was 
ſometime 3 of Magdalen college, Oxford, 
and one of the ejected miniſters, wrote his Expo- 
ſition of the Revelation in 1639, and it was pub- 
liſhed in the year 1683, ſoon after his death. 

On Rev. xi. 13. this writer obſerves, By 
the tenth part of the city I underſtand ſome one 
tenth part of Europe; which he afterwards ex- 
plains of the kingdom of France, as we ſhall ſee 
preſently, He goes on to obſerve 
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By the earthquake here is meant a great 
concuſſion or ſhaking of ſtates, politic, or eccle- 
ſtaſtical. . By this earthquake's falling thus out in 
a tenth part of the city, this tenth part of it is 
ſo 'ſhaken that it falls; that is, ceaſeth to be a 
tenth part of the city, or belong to its juriſdiction 
any longer... The effect of this earthquake, and 
fall of this tenth part of the city, is killing /evar 
thouſand of the names of men... Now, by men of 
name, in fcripture is meant men of title, office and 
dipnity...[As in the caſe of Corah's conſpiracy, ] 
fo here a civil puniſhment falls upon theſe: for 
having killed theſe witneſſes, themſelves are to be 
killed (haply) by being BEREFT OF THEIR NAMES 
AND TITLES, Which are to be rooted out for ever, 
and condemned to perpetual forgetfulneſs.”” 
 « Now which of theſe ten —_— may be 
intended]....it is not hard to conjecture ; though it 
be raſhneſs peremtorily to determine.”... 

« The ſaints and churches of France, God has 
made a wonder unto me in all his proceedings to- 
wards them, firſt and laſt; and there would ſeem 
ſome great and 171 honour reſerved for them, 
yet at the laſt; for it is certain, that the firſt light 
of the goſpel, by that firſt and ſecond angel's preach- 
ing in chapter xiv. (which laid the foundation of 
antichriſt's ruin) was out from among them, namely 
thoſe of Lyons, and other places in France. And 
they bore and underwent the great heat of that 
morning of perſecution, which was as great, if not 

| greater than any ſince...And fo, as that kingdom 
VE bad the 5 great ſtroke, ſo now it ſnould have the 
11 Honour of having the 44ſt great ſtroke in the ruin of 


| "i | Rome.” 


"as. 


It ſhould be added, however, that Dr. Goodwin 


Mas fo far from being poſitive in this idea, that he 
11000 | rather 
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rather inclined to think Great Britain the tenth 
part of the city intended by the Holy Spirit; and 
that theſe great events ſhould happen about the 
middle of the ſeventeenth century ; in this laſt idea, 
however he lived to find himſelf miſtaken, not dy- 
ing till the year 1679. 


1 


No. IV. REV. CHRISTOPHER LOVE, 1653. © 


Mz. Love, a. pious . Preſbyterian miniſter, who 
was beheaded during the troubleſome times of the 
civil wars in this country, on a cha: ge of conſpir- 
ing with ſome. others to reſtore K. Charles I. on 
the hope of his having been reformed and con- 
verted, after he had taken the Scotch covenant. 
This gentleman, who muſt be confeſſed a lit- 
tle tinctured with enthuſtaſm, had ſtudied the Re- 
velation, and was very confident in his calcula- 
tion, in which he thought himſelf guided © by 
the Holy Spirit of the Lord.“, 

The following prophecy, as it is called, is partly 
the reſult of his e ſpeculations, and partly 
his interpretation of a ſuppoſed pillar of Seth in 
Damaſcus, which it is now generally agreed 
the learned was a groſs umpoſition on the credulity 


of former ages. The zcar approach to late events 


in ſome of the following articles, is however ſuf- 
ficiently remarkable to intereſt attention in the 
preſent ſituation of affairs. The work from which 
the enſuing extract is taken is called, I fbort 
Work of the Lord in the latter Age of the World. 


and 
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and land ſhall come in the year of God 1779.--- 
GREAT WARS in Germany and in AMERICA in 
1780;---The deſtruction of popery, or BaByLoNn's 
FALL, in the year 1790---God will be known by 
many in the year 1795. This will produce a great 
man---The ſtars will wander, and the moon turn 
as blood, in 1800---Africa, Aſia, and America will 
tremble in 1803---A great earthquake over all the 
world, in 180;---God'will be univerſally known by 
all: then a general reformation, and peace for ever, 
when the people ſhall learn war no mn more>--Happy 
is yy man that Foo to ſee this day!? 

opy of this prophecy (with ſome Erh 
wit * eridl' errors in the latter dates) may be 
found in Mr. Toriixby's Poſthumous Works, 
there ſaid to be cortinunicated to him by the late 
Dr. GreroRD, one of che Aer of the Britiſh 
"Moſeum. ' N 


4. 1. ot 


2 No. v. ARCHBISHOP USHER. „ 
| 3 * great man, equally eminent for his ſin- 


gular learning and uncommon piety, is ſaid to have 
been in ſeveral inſtances endowed with a prophetic 
ſpirit, by which he foretold the Iriſh maſſacre forty 
years before it came to paſs, in a ſermon preached 
in Dublin in 1601, where, from Ezek. iv. 6. diſ- 
3 concerning the prophet's bearing the ini- 
quity of Judah forty days, the Lord therein ap- 
pointed a day for a year; he made this direct ap- 
plication in relation to the government's conni- 
vance at popery at that time. From this ** 
45 (ſays 


| "ARCHBISHOP USHER. 17 
(ſays he) will I reckon the fin of Ireland, that thoſe 


whom you now embrace, ſhall be your ruin, and ycu 
ſhall bear this iniquity.” Which prediction proved 
exactly true ; for from that time 1601, to the year 
1641, was juſt forty years, in which it is notorious 
that the rebellion and maſſacre in Ireland happened, 
which was accompliſhed by thoſe popiſn prieſts 
and other N who were then connived at and 
encouraged. | 

Of this ſermon the | biſhop reſerved the notes, 
and put a note thereof in the margin of his Bible; 
and the nearer the time was, the more confident he 


grew, that it was near accompliſhment, though there 


was no viſible appearance of any ſuch thing ; and 
(lays Dr. Bernard, his chaplain) *The year be- 


ore the rebellion broke forth, the biſhop taking 


his leave of nie, being then going from Ireland to 
England, he adviſed me to à ſerious preparation, 
for I ſhould ſee. heavy ſorrows and miſeries before J 
ſaw him again; which he delivered with as great 
confidence, as if he had ſeen it with his eyes; 
which ſeems to verify that of the prophet, Amos 
iii. 7. © Surely the Lord will do nothing, but he 
will reveal it to his ſervants the prophets.” 

By the ſame ſpirit of prophecy, and from the 
encouragement given by government to papiſts, he 
foreſaw the changes and miſeries coming on Eng- 
land, both in church and ſtate; and in particular 
the death of K. Charles I. of whom he would be 
often ſpeaking with fear and trembling, even when 
he had the greateſt ſucceſs, and would therefore 
conſtantly pray, and gave all advice poſſible to pre- 
vent any ſuch thing. 

Laſtly, he predicted that © the greateſt froke upon 
the reformed churches was yet to come ;—and that the 
time of the utter ruin - the ſee of Rome, /hould 

a . be 
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as a ſeed to partake of that glory which ſhall im- 
mediately follow, and come upon the church, as ſoon 
as ever this ſtorm ſhall be over; for as it. ſhall be 


the ſharpeſt, ſo it ſhall be the ſborteſt perſecution of 
. them all; and ſhall only take away the groſs hypo- 


crites and formal profeſſors, but the true ſpiritual 
behevers ſhall be preſerved till the calamity be 
Over.“ | CITED 

He added, „ That the Papiſts were, in his 
opinion, the Gentiles ſpoken of in the 11th of the 
Revelations, to whom the outward court ſhould be 
teft, that they might tread it under foot: they hav- 


ing received the Gentiles' worſhip, in their adoring 


images, and ſaints departed, and in taking to them- 
ſelves many mediators : and this (ſaid he) the Pa- 
piſts are now deſigning among themſelves, and 
therefore be ſure you may be ready.” 3 
This was the fubſtance, and I think (for the 


greateſt part) the very ſame words which this _ 


man ſpake to me at the time before mentioned, 
not long before his death, and which he writ down, 
that ſo great and-notable a prediction might not be 
loſt and forgotten by myſelf and others. 

This gracious man repeated the ſame things 
in ſubſtance to his only daughter the lady Tyrril, 
and that with many tears, and much about the 
ſame time.. The ſame things he alſo repeated to 
the lady Byſſe, wife to the, preſent lord chief baron 
of Ireland; but with adding this circumſtance, That 


F they brought back the king it might be delayed a 


little longer: but (faith he) it will ſurely come, 
therefore be ſure to look that you be not found 

unprepared for it. r 
- To conclude in the words of Dr. Bernard: 
Fpeaking of this excellent perſon, he ſays, © How- 
foe ver am as far from heeding of prophecies this 
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way as any; yet with me it is not improbable 


that ſo great a divine, ſo ſanctified from his youth, 
ſo knowing and eminent throughout the univerſal 
church, might have, at ſome ſpecial times, more 
than ordinary motions and impulſes, in doing the 
watchman's part, of giving warning of judgments 
ſhortly to happen.” - . 


— — 
No. VI. Da. H. MORE, 1664. 


Tuis learned writer has taken conſiderable pains 
to develope the depths of the MYSTERY of IxI- 
-QuITY contained in the kingdom of Antichrift.” 
On that remarkable prediction, Revelation xi. 13. 
he obſerves, [Book HI. ch. 12. $5377 

That an earthquake ſignifies political com- 
motions and change of affairs, is obvious to any 
one to note ; but that the City here mentioned ſhould 
be underſtood not of a city of brick or ſtone, but 
a Polity, has not been ſo ealy for every one to hit 
on; but I conceive it is Fun enough that this city 
is the very city mentioned in the eighth verſe, which 
is called the great cicy, and this great city is the 
whore of Babylon; and the whore of Babylon is 
nothing but the body of the idolatrous clergy in 
the empire, who appertain to the ſeventh or laſt 
head of the beaſt, which is an head of blaſphemy, 
as well as the fix firſt, that is to ſay, an _idolatrous 
head. Whence we may underſtand what is meant 
by theſe /even thouſand names of men; for neither 
ſeven nor thouſand ſignify any determinate number, 
but only the nature or property of theſe names of 
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Hier that are faid to be ſlain, namely, that they 


are TITLES, DIGNITIES, OFFICES. or ORDERS of 
men belonging to the ſtate of Chriſtendom. As 
under the ſeventh head, that is become idolatrous 
and .antichriſtian, and in that this number /ever 
is multiplied into a Hhouſand, it fignifies a perfect 
and durable nalling all ſuch offices and oxDEtRrs of 
men; which, if Mr. Mege had taken notice of, it 
would have ſaved him the labour of making out the 
ſenſe of names of men, and alſo the ſolicitude touch- 
ing the proportionableneſs of the number of the 
ſlain ; for no men at all here are necgſſarily implied 
to be ſlain, but only all antichriſtian orrioꝝs and 


. . : 0 


and things to be reduced to the purity of the firſt 


to be. This, but little queſtion, is the true meaning 


"5 pi 47 - Þ $20 PO ELET * . 
No. VII. REV. PETER JURIEU, 1667. 
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profeſſes to have been the fruit of much prayer, 
and ſtudy of the ſcriptures, in the ſearch of which 
he is confident of having received an anſwer to his 
prayers in the way of divine illumination, infomuch 
that he ſays, (part II. p. 68) © We ſhall ſee ſuch 
an admirable agreement between the events and the 
prophecies explained, that ſhall abundantly, con- 
vince, that what I am about to ſay, is net SULB 
conjecture. | 
On Revel. xi. 13. the author deſcants thus t 
(p. 242 and ſequel. )---< There ſhall be an eartb- 
quake, i. e. a great emotion and trouble in the 
world, and in the antichriſtian kingdom. In this 
emotion a tenth part of the city ſhall fall; i. e. a 
renth part of the antichriſtian kingdom ſhall be taken 
away from it. Seven thouſaud men ſhall periſh” in 
this earthquake, and be buried under the ruins of 
the city, i. e. that this. ſhall be brought about 
with ſome bloodſhed (though not conſiderable) in 
that part of the city which ſhall be taken away from 
the Pope and the Popedom. And laſtly, within a 
little while this tenth part of the city which ſhall be 
taken from the Popedom, ſhall give glory to God, 
and be converted.” | 
After a few pages It is added“ Mark that the 
great earthquake, i. e. the great alteration of af- 
airs in the land of the papacy, muſt for that time 
happen only in the tenth part of the city that ſhall 
fall 7 for this ſhall be the effect of this earth- 
" hag | 
Wee Now what is this eth part of the city, which 
ſhall all!? In my opinion, we cannot doubt that 
tis FRANCE. This kingdom is the moſt conſider- 
able part or piece of the ten horns, or ſtates, 
which once made up the great Babyloman' city: if 
feb this dee not gry, ha he French Manorchy 


fates ſhall be enriched with the ſpoils o 


PROPHETIC CONJECTURES: 


ſhall be ruined; it may be HUMBLED ; but in all 


appearance, Providence does deſign a great ele- 
vation for her afterward. *Tis highly probable 
that God will not let go unpuniſhed the horrible 
outrages which it acts at this day [of perſecution] 
Afterward, it muſt build its r upon the 
ruins of the papal empire, and enrich itſelf with the 
ſpoils of thoſe who ſhall take part with the papacy. 
They who... per/ecute the prote/tants, know not whither 
God is leading them : this is not the way by which 
he will lead France to the height of glory. If ſhe 


comes thither, tis becauſe ſhe ſhall ſhortly change 


her road. Her greatening will be no damage to 
proteſtant ſtates; on the contrary, the JO 

others ; 
and be ſtrengthened by the fall of Antichriſt's em- 
fire. This zenth part of the city ſhall fall, with reſ- 


pect to the papacy ; it ſhall break with Rome, and 


the Roman religion. One thing is certain, that the 
Babylonian empire ſhall periſh through the refuſal of 
obedience by the ten kings, who had given their 


power to the beat. The thing is already come to 


ſs in part. The kingdoms of Sweden, Den- 
mark, England, and ſeveral ſovereign ſtates in Ger- 
many, have withdrawn themſelves from the juriſ- 


diction of the pope. They bave ſpoiled the harlot of 


her riches. They have eaten ber fleſh, 1. e. ſeized 
on her benefices, and revenues, which ſhe had in their 
countries. - This muſt go on, and be finiſhed as it 


is begun. The kings who yet remain under the 


empire of Rome, muſt break with her, leave her 
ſolitary and deſolate. 


But who muſt begin this laſ revolt? It is moſt 


probable that FRance ſhall. Not Spain, which as 
yet is plunged in ſuperſtition, and is as much under 
the tranny of the clergy: as ever. Not the em- 
Weckt peror, 
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peror, who in remporals is ſubject to the pope, and 
permits that in his ſtates the archbiſhop of Stri- 
gonium ſhould teach, that the pope can take away 
the Imperial crown from him. It cannot be any 
country but France, which a long time ago hath 
begun to ſhake off the yoke of Rome. It is well 
known, how ſolemnly and openly war hath been 
declared againſt the pope, by a declaration of the 


king (ratified in all the parliaments) by the deciſions 


of the aſſembly of the French clergy, by a diſputa- 
tion againſt the authority of the pope, managed in 
the Sorbon, ſolemnly and by order of the court. 
And to heighten the affront, the 7he/es were poſted 
up, even upon the gates of his Nuncio, Nothing 
of this kind had hitherto happened, at leaſt in a 
time of peace, and unleſs the pope had given oc- 
caſion by his inſolence. 

« Beſides this, ſupenſtition and idolatry loſe their 
credit much in France. — There is a ſecret party, 
though well enough known, which greatly deſpiſeth 
the popular devotions, images, worſhip of faints, 
and 1s convinced that theſe are human inventions. 
God is before-hand preparing for this great work. 

« To this it may be objected, that for the laſt 
hundred and fifty years, the pope's empire hath not 
been made up of ten kings, becauſe the kings of 
England, Sweden, Denmark, &c. have thrown off 
his ee and conſequently, France is not 
at this day the /enth part of the Babylonian empire; 
for it is more than a fenth part of it. But this is no 
difficulty : for we muſt know, that things retain the 
names which they bore in their original (without re- 
garding the alterations which time does bring along. ) 
Though at this day, there are not ten kingdoms 
under the Babylonian empire, it is notwithſtanding 
certain, that each kingdom was called, and ought 
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to be called in this prophecy, the zenth part, be- 
cauſe the prophet having deſcribed this empire in 
its beginning, by its ten horns, or ten kings, it is 
neceſſary for our clear underſtanding, that every 
one of theſe ten kings and kingdoms ſhould be 
called ene of the ten kings, or of the ten kingdoms, 
with reſpect to the original conſtitution of the anti- 
chriſtian empire. | | 
« Seeing the zenth part of the city that muſt /all, is 
France, this gives me ſome hopes that the death of 
the /wo witneſſes hath a particular relation to his 
kingdom. It is the ftreet or place of this city, i. e. 
the moſt fair and eminent part of it. The witneſſes 
muſt remain dead upon this ftreet, and upon it they 
muſt be raiſed again. And as the death of the wit- 
neſſes and their reſurrection have a relation to the 
kingdom of France, it may well fall out, that we may 
not be far diſtant from the time of the reſurrection of 
the witneſſes, ſeeing the three years and a half of 
their death are either begun, or will begin ſhortly. 
ce And in the earthquake were ſlain: ſeven thouſand ; 
in the Greek it is, ſeven thouſand names of men, and 
not ſeven thouſand men. I confeſs, that this ſeems 
ſomewhat myſterious: in other places we find not 
this phraſe, names of men, put ſimply for men. Per- 
haps there 1s here a figure of grammar called, hy- 
pallage caſus, ſo that names of men are put for men of 
name, i. c. of raiſed and conſiderable quality, be it 
on the account of riches, or of dignity, or of learn- 
ing. But I am more inclined to ſay, that here 
theſe words, names of men, muſt be taken in their 
natural ſignification, and do intimate, that the Zotal 
reformation of France ſhall not be made with blood- 
ſhed, nothing ſhall be deſtroyed but names; ſuch 
as are the names of Monks, of Carmelites, of Au- 
guſtines, of Dominicans, of Jacobins, of Franciſ- 
| 5 cans, 
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cans, Capuchins, Jeſuits, Minimes, and an infinite 
company of others, whoſe number it is not eaſy to 
define, and which the Holy Ghoſt denotes by the 
number even, which is the number of perfection, 
to ſignify, that the orders of monks and nuns ſhall 
perith for ever. This is an inſtitution ſo degene- 
rated from its firſt original, that it is become the 
arm of antichriſt. Theſe orders cannot periſh one 
without another. | 

c Theſe great events deſerve to be diſtinguiſhed 
from all others; for they have changed, or ſhall 
Change, THE WHOLE FACE OF THE WORLD.” 

In page 270 we find theſe words: *Tis clear, 
that thet: kings who through ignorance, or weak- 
neſs, fuffered their power to be uſurped by the em- 
fire of the papacy, ſhall take it again; ſhall eat her 
Fleſh i. e. ſhall enrich themſelves with her benefices 
and revenues, and burn her with fire, i. e. ſhall 
aboliſh the memory of this Romiſh empire, ſo that no- 
thing but aſhes ſhall remain of it.” | 

And again he ſays, in page 276, © The firſt 
thing, which ſhall be done in the 7hird period of 
the /eventh vial, is the fall of the tenth part of the 
city, i. e. of the kingdom of France, which ſhall break 
with the court of Rome, and wholly change the face 
of religion in that kingdom, this is the firſt action of 
the vintage. | 

© The beaſt and the falſe prophet, the Pope and 
his agents ſhall rally all their forces: but God ſhall 
muſter all his together, and give the laſt blow to 
pupery: then the beaſt and the falſe prophet ſhall 
be thrown into the lake, and plunged into the bot- 
tomleſs pit: Babylon ſhall wholly Fall; and it ſhall 
be ſaid, ſhe ig allen, ſhe is fallen.” 

After ſome further obſervations, he goes on, 
in page 260: And _ ; theſe words lende 

2 


28 "PROPHETIC cox IEC TURES: 


that when the reſormation ſhall be eſtaſtbliſhed again 


in France, by way of divine immediate operation, 
by which the zeal of the apoſtates, and of others 
who know the truth, but with-hold it in unrigh- 
teouſneſs, ſhall be quickened again; ſome ſpace of 
time ſhall paſs, probably ſome years before France 
ſhall wholly throw off the yoke of Popery. That 
kingdom ſhall not be intirely reformed by way of au- 
thority, immediately after our reformation ſhall be 
again ſet on foot by way of inſpiration, and reco- 
vering of zeal. For, and after, ſignifies an interval 
of time; but whether it ſhall be ſhort, or long, 
is not expreſſed: notwithſtanding, I ſee no likeli- 
| 2 that it ſhall be very long, nor do I believe 
9. 


_ Mentioning the time in which he expected theſe 


events, this author ſays, Part II. page 50. ] © That 
it will fall on the year 1785, in which ſhall come 
the glorious reign of Jeſus Chriſt on the earth of 
which we ſhall ſpeak afterwards.” 

Again in page 279, he goes on thus : — If I 
ſhould be miſtaken nine or ten years, I do not 
think that any could juſtly treat me as a falſe pro- 
phet, and accuſe me of raſhneſs. Many will not 
torbear to judge me raſb, becauſe I propound my 
conjectures about theſe things as certain conclu- 
fions. To this I have a ſecond thing to ſay, that 
none hath reaſon to be offended, that I am poſe/- 
fed with, and perſuaded of that, which I think 
I evidently ſee, and that I find the proofs of what 
I propound conyincing to myſelf, I ſhould do ill 
to demand of others the ſame aſſurance, and oblige 
them to entertain the ſame perſwaſion; I declare 
the contrary in expreſs terms: I am well content 
(as I have ſaid) that my readers ſhould account 
theſe aſſertions to be conjectures, provided that | 

may 


1 
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may have the liberty to believe what I ſee, or what 
I believe I ſee in the writings of the Prophets.” 
The author afterwards treating more fully of 
the introduction of Chriſt's kingdoms, p. 376. 
places the order of events as follows. © 1. 
The papal empire ſhall fall. 2. After that ſome 
years will be neceſſary to aboliſh /e7s and parties, 
and compoſe the differences among Chriftians. 3. 
That after this, many. Heathen nations, and the 
Fewws ſhall be coxverted: for it cannot be thought, 
that they ſhould be. converted, while Chriſtians 
are ſo much at variance among themſelves, and 
ſeeking the deſtruction of one another. 4. After 
the converſion of the Fezws, the remainder of the 


moſt remote nations ſhall alſo be converted; now 


for all this there muſt be time ; for ſhould we think 
that God will act in a more miraculous manner in 
this, than in the eſtabliſhment of the fir Chriſtian 
church? Wherefore, as the Chriſtian church was 
near an hundred years in its firſt ſettling, no leſs 
will be neceſſary perfectly to reſettle it; and then 


ſhall that bleſſed ingdom come, which we expect; 


not but there 1s ſome probability, that God may 
begin to compute the thouſand years from the fall 
of Antichriſt, even before the converſion of the 
Jews and Gentiles, and ſo the fall of the Antichriſ- 
lian kingdom, and the converſion of the nations, 
may in ſome ſort be comprehended within the 
reign of Chrift for a thouſand years. But when we 
ſpeak here of the kingdom of Chriſt, we ſpeak of it 
as in its perfection, which will not be till after 
- theſe things are come to paſs.” 

Among the characters of Chriſt's reign the 
following are the moſt ſtriking, page 378: The 
fourth character of this reign of Chriſt, is a /ove- 
reign peace, This is plainly revealed by many ex- 


preſs 
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preſs prophecies. That the wolf ſhall feed with the 
lamb, and ſwords be turned into plough-ſhares, and 
men ſhall not hurt or deſtroy one another. The art of 
war which ſprung from bell, ſhall return zh:ither. 
Nothing but the corruption and wickedneſs of the 
world doth make it neceſſary. The Devil of 
Covetouſneſs, and of Ambition, the ſpirit of Re- 
venge, and the like, ſhall return to the bottomleſs 
pit, whence they came. And it ſhall no more be 
a a point of honour to know how to maſſacre man- 
kind, to ſtorm towns and gain battles, and de- 
ſtroy countries, and cover the fields with dead 
bodies.” | 

Then follows his fifth character, in theſe 
words, ſo very remarkable, when we conſider what 
has lately taken place in France, with reſpect to 
titles, armorial bearings, and liveries, &c.— 
This ſhall be 4 kingdom of humility. All thoſe 
VAIN TITLES, Which now ſerve for ornament and 
pride, ſhall then be vanquiſhed. Brotherly love ſhall 
make all men equal; not that all diſtinction, and 
all dignities among men ſhall ceaſe. This #ing- 
dom is no anarchy; there ſhall be ſome to govern, 
and to obey. But government ſhall then be with- 
out pride and inſolence, without tyranny, and 
without violence. Subjects ſhall obey their ru- 
lers, with an humble ſpirit ; and governors ſhall 
rule their ſubjects, with a ſpirit of meekneſs and 
gentleneſs.“ „ 
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Ma. Fizminve, Miniſter of the Scots church in 
London, publiſhed ſome extraordinary DiscouRsEs, 
and one in particular of the above date, on the 
RISE and FALL of the Papacy, from which the fol- 
lowing extracts are taken. | | 

«« The fourth vial comes now to be conſidered. 
And as this is poured out «por the ſun of the papal 
kingdom, ver. 8; ſo the effect of it is men's being 
ſcorched or burned with fire, which yet does not 
make them turn to God, but blaſpheme his name 


the more, as we may ſee, ver. 9. Now as this vial | 
muſt begin where the other ends, viz. at, or a little 


after the year 1648; ſo I cannot ſee but it muſt 
denote the wars that followed the peace of Munſter, 
with other incidental occurences. , . Now ſeeing the 
bombarding of towns and cities was chiefly made 
uſe of in theſe latter wars, we may ſee how pro- 
perly the ſcorching or burning men from above (as if 
the ſun had ſent down fire and heat from his own 
body) is made uſe of to characterize the time of 

this vial, But the chief thing to be taken notice 
of here, is, that the ſun and other luminaries of 
heaven, are the emblem of princes and kingdoms, 


as we took notice before. Therefore the pouring 


out this vial on the /un, muſt denote the humiliation 
of ſome eminent potentates of the Romiſh intereſt, 
whoſe influences and countenance cheriſh and ſup- 
port the papal cauſe. And theſe therefore muſt be 
principally underſtood of the houſes of Auſtria and 
Bourbon, though not excluſively of other popiſh 
rinces.... dF 
And now, ſeeing I have marked out the time 


we 
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we are in at preſent, it is time alſo to put a ſtop to 
our Apocalyptical thoughts; ſeeing no man can 
pretend, upon any juſt grounds, to calculate future 
times. However, ſeeing I have come ſo far, I 
ſhall adventure to preſent you further with ſome 
conjectural thoughts on this head; for I am far 
from the preſumption of ſome men, to give them 
any higher character. : | 
Now my conjectures ſhall relate to two things, E 2 
viz. to the remaining part of this vial, and to the | 
other vials that follow this. Yo 
« And, 1. as to the remaining part of this vial, 
I do humbly ſuppoſe that it will come to its higheſt 
pitch about An. 1717, and that it will run out about 
the year 1794....50 that there 1s ground to hope, that 
about the beginning of another ſuch century, things 
may again alter for the better : for I cannot but hope 
that ſome new mortification of the chief ſupporters 
of antichriſt will then happen; and perhaps the 1 
French monarchy may begin to be conſiderably 
Bumbled about that time: that whereas the preſent 
French king takes the ſun for his emblem, and this 
for his motto, Nec pluribus impar, he may at length, 
or rather his ſucceſſors, and the Monarchy itſelf (at 
leaſt before the year 1794) be forced to acknow- 
ledge, that in reſpect to neighbouring potentates, 
he is even /ingul/is impar. 0 | 
ce But as to the expiration of this vial, I do fear it 
will not be until the year 1794. The reaſon of 
which conjecture is this; that I find the pope got 
a new foundation of exaltation, when Juſtinian, upon 
his conqueſt of Italy, left it in a great meaſure to 
the pope's management, being willing to eclipſe 
his own authority, to advance that of this haughty 
prelate. Now this being in the year 5523 this, by 


the addition of the 1260 years, reaches down 2 
| e 


* 


REV. ROBERT FLEMING. 33 


the year 1811; which, according to prophetical 


account is the year 1794. 4 

« And now, my friends; I may be well excuſed, 
if I venture no further, in giving you any more 
conjectural thoughts upon this preſent period of 


time, But _— I pretend to give my ſpecula- 


tions of what is future; no higher character than 


gueſſes, I ſhall ſtill venture to add ſomething to 
what I have already ſaid. Therefore be pleaſed; 
1. To call to mind, what I premiſed to the con- 
ſideration of the ſeven vials, as the ſecond pre- 


liminary, viz. © that ſeeing the vials do (all of 


them) ſuppoſe a ſtruggle or war between the popiſh 
and refermed parties; every vial is to Be looked 
upon, as the event and concluſion of ſome new pe- 
riodical attack of that firſt party upon this other ; 
the iſſue of which proves at length favourable to 


the latter againſt the former.” For if this be duly . 


conſidered, it will let us ſee, that great declining of 
the Proteſtant intereſt for ſome time, and great and 
formidable advances, and new degrees of increaſe in the 
Romiſh party, are very conſiſtent with the ſtate of 
both theſe oppoſite intereſts under the vials. For, as 
Rome Pagan was gradually ruined under the ſeals, un- 
der many of which it ſeemed to increaſe to outward 
_ obſervation, and to become more rampant than be- 
fore, when yet it was indeed declining ; ſo muſt we 
ſuppoſe it will be with Rome Papal. For mo- 
narchies as they rife gradually and inſenſibly, ſo do 
they wear out ſo likewiſe. And therefore we muſt 
not entertain ſuch chimerical notions of the fall of 
the papacy, as if it were to be accompliſhed Tay 
or miraculouſly, as many have done. For as it roſe 
inſenſibly, and ſtep by ſtep, ſo muſt it fall in like 
manner. | 

« And as a confirmation of this conjecture, let 
F : it 


— x LRSRS 


—_ 
E 


--,- 
S 


5 


— 
* 


n _— h 
— = 2 


- * 1 
& eas 


| 
1 Ly - Li 8 
= — — 
G - _—_ 


f 
N 
6 
N 
1 


8 2 


— — 


„(ß 


34. PROPHETIC CONJECTURES; 


it be conſidered in the ſecond place (beſides what I 
hinted before on this head) that it is ſomething 
very extraordinary, and peculiar in ſome ſenſe to 
this vial, that the ſun, upon which it is poured out, 
ſhould yet be made the executor of the judgment of it 
upon others, at the ſame time that be is tormented with 
it himſelf. So that whoſoever is denoted by the /n 
here (as I ſuppoſe the Houſe of Bourbon principally 
is) is made ule of, as the Devil is, both to torment 
others, and to be tormented himſelf in ſo doing. 
And if the King of France therefore be denoted by 
this principally, I fear he is yet to be made uſe of, 
in the hand of God, as Nebuchadnezzar was of old 
againſt the Jews, v1z. as a further ſevere ſcourge to 
the proteſtant churches every where. And, be- 
ſides this characteriſtical mark, which ſeems to 
forebode his further exaltation and our humiliation 
there 1s yet a third thing, that I cannot but think 
upon with dread and trembling of heart, viz, that it 
is further ſaid, © that while this ſun of the popiſb 
world is running his fatal and dreadful career, and 
ſcorching men with fire, they are ſo far from being 
bettered by theſe judgments, that they go on more 
and more to blaſpheme the name of God, who has 
power over theſe plagues. And while this con- 
tinues to be the ſtate of the proteſtant world, and 
while atheiſm, deiſm, ſocinianiſm, irreligion, pro- 
faneneſs, ſcepticiſm, formality, hatred of godlineſs, 
and a bitter perſecuting ſpirit, continue and increaſe 


among us, what can we expect but new and deſo- 


lating judgments ? . . 
ce If any ſay, that theſe are melancholy conjectures, 
J muſt tell them that I cannot help the matter; for 
I muſt follow the thread of the text and the aſpect 
of the times. If they aſk, but when will the tide 
turn for the proteſtant church? I anſwer, _ 
| ey 
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chey turn more univerſally to God, and no ſooner. 
But if they inquire further, whether the ſum of the 
Popiſh kingdom 18 not to be eclipſed himſelf at length? 
I muſt poſitively aſſert he will; elſe this vial were 
not a judgment upon him and the Romiſh party. 
But if yet again the queſtion be, when this is to fall 
out and how ? I muſt tell you, that I have nothing 
further to add to what I have ſaid, as to the time. 
But as to the manner, how this is to be done, our 


text does lay a foundation of ſome more diſtinct 


thoughts. Therefore, in the fourth and laſt place, 
we may juſtly ſuppoſe, that the French monarchy, 
after it has ſcorched others, will itſelf conſume by 
doing fo; it's fire, and that which is the fuel that 
maintains it, waſting inſenſibly; till it be exhauſted 
at laſt towards the end of this century. . . . 

One thing only I ſhall further take notice of 
here, upon the occaſion of the king of Spain's 
death ; that God ſeems to mark out great things 
ſometimes by very minute ones, ſuch as names, 
e. g. as thee Spaniſh monarchy began with Charles 
the Fifth, (as to the Auſtrian family) ſo it has now 
expired in one of the fame name: which I the ra- 
ther obſerve, becauſe of many inſtances of the fame 
kind. Of which number take theſe following: 
Darius the Mede, as Daniel calls him (though 
Xenophon calls him Cyaxares) the uncle of Cyrus, 
was the firſt Medo-Perſian monarch, after the de- 
ſtruction of the Babylonian ; and Darius Codoman- 
nus was the laſt. Ptolemeus Lagi began the Egyp- 
tian kingdom after Alexander's death, and Ptole- 
meus Dionyſius was the laſt of that race. Auguſtus 
fixed the Roman empire, and it ended in Auguſtu- 
tus. The Eaſtern Roman empire was erected by 
Conſtantine the Great, and expired with Conſtan- 


tine Paleologus. The Scots race came into Eng- 
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land in a James, and has gone out again in another 
of that name. And whether William, the third 
king of England of that name, as well as the third 
William Prince of Orange, be likely to be the laſt 
both theſe ways, 1s left to future time to unriddle. 
© But 2. to proceed with my other conjectures 
relating to the remaining vials : I do further ſup» * 
poſe that | | 
ce The fifth vial, ver. 10, 11. which is to be poured 
out on the ſeat of the beaſt, or the dominions that 
more immediately belong to, and depend upon the 
Roman ſee; that, I ſay, this judgment will proba- 
bly begin about the year 1794, and expire about 


A. C. 1848; ſo that the duration of it upon this 


ſuppoſition, will be for the ſpace of 54 years. For 
I do ſuppoſe, that ſeeing the Pope received the 
title of Supreme Biſhop no ſooner than An. 606, 


he canndt be ſuppoſed to have any vial poured _ 


upon his ſeat immediately (ſo as to ruin his au- 
thority ſo ſignally as this judgment muſt be ſup- 
oſed to do) until the year 1848, which is the date 


of the 1260 years in prophetical account, when 


they are reckoned from An. 606. But yet we are 
not to imagine that this vial will rotally deſtroy the 
papacy (though it will exceedingly weaken it) for 
we find this {till in being and alive, when the next 
yial 1s poured out. : 

The ſixth vial, ver. 12, &c. will be poured 
out upon the Mahometan Antichriſt, as the former 
on the Papacy. And ſeeing the ſixth trumpet 
brought the Turks from beyond Euphrates, from 
croſſing which river they date their riſe : this ſixth 
vial dries up their waves, and exhauſts their power, 
as the means and way to prepare and diſpoſe the 
eaſtern kings and kingdoms to renounce their hea- 
theniſh and Mahometan errors, in order to their 
receiying and embracing Chriſtianity. 


ww; 


REV. ROBERT FLEMING, 37 


« For I think this is the native import of the 
text, and not that the Jews are to be underſtood 
under this denomination of the kings of the Eaſt 3 
which is ſuch an odd ſtraining of it to ſerve a turn, 
as I cannot admit of. Now ſeeing this vial is to 
deſtroy the Turks, we hear of thre unclean ſpirits 
like fregs or toads, that were ſent out by Satan and 
the remains of the polity and church of Rome, 
called the Beaſt and the Falſe Prophet, in order to 
inſinuate upon the eaſtern nations, upon their de- 
ſerting Mahometiſm, to fall in with their idolatrous 
and ſpurious Chriſtianity, rather than with the true 
reformed doctrine. And theſe meſſengers ſhall be 
ſo ſucceſsful as to draw theſe eaſtern kings and their 
ſubjects, and with them the greateſt part of man- 
kind, to take part with them. So that, by the aſ- 
ſiſtance of theſe their agents and miſſionaries, they 
ſhall engage the whole world in ſome manner, to 
join with them in rooting out the ſaints. (And 
= in a parentheſis Chriſt gives a watchword to 
his ſervants to be upon their guard in this hour of 
trial, ver. 15.) But when the Pope has got him- 
ſelf at the head of this vaſt army, and has brought 
them to the place of battle, called Armageddon 
(i. e. the place where there will be a moſt diaboli- 
cal, cunning and powerful conſpiracy againſt Chriſt's 
followers ; then immediately doth the ſeventh an-. 


gel pour out his vial to their ruin and deſtruction, . 


« The ſeventh vial therefore being poured out 
on the air, ver. 17. brings down thunder, lightning, 
hail, and ſtorms; which, together with a terrible 
earthquake, deſtroys all the antichriſtian nations, and 
particularly Rome, or myſtical Babylon. And as 
Chriſt concluded his ſufferings on the croſs with 
this voice, It is finiſhed ; ſo the church's ſufferings 
are concluded with a voice out of the temple of 

| heaven, 
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heaven, and from the throne of God and Chrift there, 
ſaying, It is done. And therefore with this doth the 
bleſſed Millenium of Chriſt's ſpiritual . reign on 
earth begin ; of which, and what may be ſuppoſed 
to follow, we took ſome notice above. . 

«© Now ſeeing theſe two vials are, as it were, 
one continued, the firſt running into the ſecond, and 
the ſecond completing the firſt ; the one giving us 
an account of the beaſt's preparations for warring 
againſt the ſaints, and the other ſhewing the event 
of the whole : there is no need to give you any 
conjectures about the concluſion of the ſixth vial, 
or the beginning of the laſt ; only you may ob- 
ſerve, that the firſt of theſe will probably take up 


moſt of the time between 1848, and the year 2000; 


becauſe ſuch long meſſages and intrigues (beſides the 
time ſpent before in deſtroying the Turkiſh em- 
pire) and preparations for ſo univerſal a war, muſt 
needs take up a great many years; whereas our 
bleſſed Lord ſeems to tell us, that the deſtruction 
of all thoſe his enemies will be accompliſhed 
ſpeedily, and in a little time, in compariſon of the 
other vial. Suppoſing then that the Turkiſh mo- 
narchy ſhould be totally deſtroyed between 1848, 
and 1900, we may juſtly aſſign ſeventy or eighty 
years longer to the end of the ſixth ſeal, and but 
<wenty or thirty at moſt to the laſt. Now how great 
and remarkable this laſt deſtruction of the papal 


antichriſt will be, we may gueſs by that repreſent- 


ation of it, chap. xiv. 19, 20. where it is ſet forth 
under the emblem and character of the great wine- 


preſs of the wrath of God (which can refer to nothing 


properly but the event of the ſeventh vial, as I 
might ſhew at large had I time.) Now this wine- 
preſs is ſaid to be trodden without the city, (viz. of 


Jeruſalem, or the church, ſeeing this is called the 
| City, 
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City, in ſcripture ſtyle, as Rome is called the Great 
City) in Armageddon, Rev. xvi. 16. which may bear 
alluſion to the Valley of Deciſion, Joel ili. 2, 12, 14. 
However the greatneſs of this ſlaughter appears in 
this, that the blood is repreſented to flow in ſuch a 
current as to reach even to the horſe bridles, viz. of 
the ſervants of God, employed in this execution: for 
without doubt this relates to what we have, ch. xx. 
14. which I beſeech you to compare with this 
And now to return to the repreſentation of this- 
ſlaughter by the wwine-preſs of blood, chap. xiv. 20. 
it is further ſaid of it, that it flowed to the height of 
the borſe bridles, for the ſpace or extent of 1600 fur- 
longs. So that Armageddon ſeems to be denoted 
here, in the extent of it, as the field of battle, which 
is now turned into a eld of b/ood. Now what place 
can we imagine to be ſo properly meant by this as 
the territory of the ſee of Rome in Italy, which (as 
Mr. Joſeph Mede, who firſt made this obſervation, 
ſays) from the city of Rome to the furthermoſt 
mouth of the river Po and the marſhes of Verona, 
is extended the ſpace of 200 Italian miles, that is 
exactly 1600 furlongs ; the Italian mile conſiſting 
of eight furlongs. . . . . | 
« And now, my friends, I have fulfilled my 
promiſe to you, in giving you not only a reſolution 
of the grand Apocalyptical queſtion, Then the pa- 
pacy began, and when we may ſuppoſe it will end: but 


ſome conſiderable improvement of it, with reſpect 
to the knowledge not only of times paſt, but that 
particular period we are now under, together with 
conjectures (and ſome of them I am ſure new and 
uncommon) about future time. By all which I hope 
I have given the world ſuch a key to unlock all the 

chambers of the book of the Revelation, as I hope 
I may venture to ſay (if conſidered and uſed impar- 
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tially, judiciouſſy, and diligently) will be found to 
give ſome new light to us, in our mental journey 
through the mazes 285 turnings and dark paſſages 
thereof. | 


— — — 
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Tuts NY man was miniſter of the goſpel at 
Vs and among ſeveral ſermons he publiſhed 
under the title of The BALM of GILEAD—with 
the Glory of the Miniſtration of the Spirit, &c. 
are two (the 1Ith and 12th) on John iii. 30. He 
muſt increaſe— in which is the following paſſage, 
which has been lately noticed as remarkable, 
though the ſentiment may be probably borrowed 
from ſome of the preceding authors. 

« Before antichriſt's fall, one of the ten king- 
doms which ſupported the beaſt ſhall undergo a. 
marvellous Revolution, Rev. xi. 13. The ſame hour 
there was a great earthquake, and the tenth part of 
the city fell. By which tenth part, is to be under- 
ſtood one of the ten kingdoms into which the great 
city Romiſh Babylon was divided: this many take 
to be the kingdom of France, it being the tenth and 
laſt of the kingdoms as to the time of its riſe, and 
that which gave Rome denomination of the beaſt 
with ten horns, and alſo it being the only one of 
the ten that was never conquered fince its riſe, 
However unlikely this and other propheſied events 
may appear at the time, yet the Almighty hand of 
the only wiſe God can ſoon bring them about N n 
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Tux writer here referred to is the unknown author 
of a remarkable © DissRTATION on the 13th and 
14th verſes of the XIth chapter of the Re- 
velation or an Enquiry into the true Object of the 
ſecond Move. With probable Reaſons for ſhewing 
that the Tenth Part of the City is deſcriptive of 
FRaNce; and that the Earthquake with which it is 
threatened intends a REvoLuT1ON in that King- 
dom.” This pamphlet was printed for John Bird, 
Black Fryars, without a date, but from a paſſage 


in the cloſe of it was evidently written in 1747, 


which the author calls © the current year.“ 

The object of this tract was avowedly to en- 
courage the Engliſh nation in a war with France, 
in hopes that it might be a means to effect the grand 
event which he deſcribes in the following ſtrik- 
ing paſſages, which form the principal part of the 
pamphlet. ä | | 

« I. Concerning the true object of the sxconD 
WOE. 

The ſecond woe appears to have a double ob- 
Jett ; namely, 
41. The Roman papal empire at large. By 
this means it involves all the wars affecting that 
empire, both in the eaſtern and weſtern parts of it, 
from the time that the Turks were let looſe upon 
it, about A. D. 1321, to the laſt overthrow given 
them by Prince Eugene, when he took * 
A. D. 1717; completing their period of 396 


ears; the preciſe time for which they are ſaid to be 
. 


6 2. The other remarkable object of the ſecond 
| G 


woe, 
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woe, is Exhibited to us under the character of the 
tenth part of the city; including the calamities. 
which that branch of the papal hierarchy is to ſuf- 
fer, as an introduction to a general reformation in 
the church. ... . . 

Here then the only inquiry is: What is the 
particular ſtate or kingdom pointed out to us by 
the tenth part of the city? - Authors are much di- 
vided in their ſentiments on this head 

& I apprehend thoſe only give a true account of 
the matter, who interpret the tenth part of the city, 
of the kingdom of France. Not that the latter ca- 
lamities of the ſecond woe will only affect that par- 
eller kingdom; but alſo all thoſe other kingdoms 
that have been for ſome time paſt, and that now 
are, and ſhall be, at war with them, in order to 
bring about the grand iſſue of this woe. And 
therefore it involves all the calamities that the houſe 
of Auſtria and her allies have, or may ſuffer, in the 
courſe of the preſent war, till France is a#/olutely 
pulled down. . . .. | 

«© The reaſons why expoſitors have been thus 
puzzled and divided on the preſent argument, I 
apprehend, have been principally theſe two. 

« Firſt, The place in which this account ſtands: 


namely, between the ſixth and the ſeventh trum- 


pet: for being aſſured it cannot belong to the ſe- 
venth trumpet, which comprehends the third woe; 
they have naturally referred it to the events be- 
longing to the ſixth trumpet, as ſummarily in- 
cluded in the tranſactions of the ſecond woe. In 
this general reference they have undoubtedly been 


right; but their miſtake, J imagine has been here: 
that they have not diſtinguiſhed between the double 


object of the ſecond woe, or fixth trumpet; namely, 


its larger reſerenge to the empire in general, and its 


more 
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more reſtrained application to ſome particular king- 


dom in the empire. 


« Secondly, That the difficulties in this point have 


been farther occaſioned (and I take this to have 


been the grand overſight), that none ſo far as I 


have ſeen have attended to the connection... be- 
tween the 12th and 13th verſes of this eleventh 
chapter, or between the gſcenſien of the witneſſes, 
and the down{'al of the tenth part of the city, appears 
to me from that remarkable preface, by which the 
accounts of the 13th verſe are introduced, in theſe 


words, And the ſame hour, & c. The queſtion upon 


this is, The /ame hour with what? Take the an- 
ſwer from the preceding verſe: namely, the ſame 
hour with the aſcenſion of the witneſſes. — And that 


there is a mutual connection between thoſe events, 


or that they reciprocally depend the one on the 
other, is evident; becauſe the witneſfes cannot 
aſcend till the tenth part of the city is overthrown ; 
and the tenth: part of the city is no ſooner ever- 


thrown, but the witneſſes do @/cend. The one is 
introductory to the other. And though the aſcen- 


fion of the witneſſes is here placed antecedent to 
the downtfal of the tenth part of the city, the obvious 
reaſon is, becauſe it is proper in point of method, 
and, I believe, 1s generally. obſerved through this 
whole prophecy, to finiſh all that concerns any one 
branch of 

making up any one whole ſcene) before you pro- 


ceed to another; notwithſtanding the accounts in 


the ſucceeding paragraph or verſe, may be neceſſary 
to make way for the accompliſhment of what goes 
before. Thus here St. John, having a viſion of 


the witneſſes, finiſhes what relates to them, even to 


their aſcenſion, before he enters upon the ſubverſion 
of the tenth part of the city; though that event was 
G 2 neceſſary 


hiſtory (or to give the ſeveral parts 
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neceſſary to introduce the other. But their mutual 
connection and dependence, as was obſerved above, 
is ſufficient to account for any difficulty on this 
head. When the one falls, the other aſcends. Evi- 
dent from hence — that the downfal of the tentib 
part of the city is followed by a revolution in eccle- 
fiaſtical affairs, as well as civil. 

e Now taking this connection along with us, I 
think I may venture to ſay, we have the true key 
to the interpretation of this part of the ſecond woe. 
For, as it has an immediate reference to the wit- 
neſſes, and is to iſſue in that event, which conſum- 
mates their hiſtory ; ſo it points us to the ſeat of 
their ſufferings, and therein to the. /eat of their glory: 
Providence ordering it ſo, that where they were 
ſlain, there alſo they ſhall aſcend. And that it is 
moſt probable France is the part particularly de- 
ſigned for this tranſaction, will I hope, appear with 
ſome evidence, when I have given you | 

« II. Probable reaſons, that the tenth part of the 
city is de ſcriptive of the kingdom of Francs. 

«© 1. When the 0/4 Roman empire was broken 
into ten kingdoms, by the inundations of the Goths 
and Vandals, and other northern nations; France 
was the laſt of thoſe kingdoms in ſucceſſion and 
eſtabliſhment. -—It roſe after the nine, and ſo made 
up the complement of ten. It was properly the 
tenth in G of riſing, and as ſuch was the very 
kingdom which completed the papal, anti- 
chriſtian beaſt; I mean the ſecular beaſt, to which 
the papacy, or ſecond beaſt with two horns, owes its 
exiſtence and ſupport. Hence it. is very obſerv- 
able, that the gold crown which Clovis, the firſt 
Chriſtian king of France, ſent to Rome, is ſtill 
called Le Regne | the kingdom] as much as to ſay, 
that they looked upon their kingdom, [ that 2 a 

| : ecular 
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ſecular antichriſtian beaſt] as now completed, by 
this avowed acceſſion of France. 

« 2, As the kingdom itſelf was he tenth, in order 
of time or appearance ; ſo the name of the firſt 
king of France that was Chriſtian, and therefore, 
that ſubmitted to the papal juriſdiction, includes in 
its numerical letters, the number of the beaſt, 666 ; 
being, as the ſcripture expreſsly ſays, the number of 
a man; which is ſo much the more remarkable, as 
that we herein obſerve, that the number of the 
beaſt has a double reference; not only ſuggeſting 
its period or duration, but alſo its riſe or completion. 
— The name of this firſt Chriſtian king was CLo- 
bovææus, which is only a corruption of, or another 
word for Lupovicus “. And therefore this is a 
grand clue for the leading us both to the com- 
mencement of the ſecular antichriſtian beaſt, which 
muſt be ſome time in the reign of Clodovæus; and 
alſo to the concluſion of the papal power in this 
[ the ſecular] branch of it: its period of 1260 years, 
properly ſpeaking, expiring with a revolution in 
this kingdom. But of this hereafter. | 

« Þ, Another reaſon for the preſent application 

is, that France, more lately, in its extent of do- 
minion, not only anſwers to the tenth part of the 

15 European ſhare of the old Roman empire, but it is 
alſo for influence and power, the moſt conſiderable 

of all the other kingdoms, who originally conſented 

to give their intereſt to the beaſt.— The French 

nation has been very formidable in itſelf, and al- 

ways forward to enter into the ſervice of Rome: 

fierce and bloody perſecutors of the proteſtants ; to in- 


* Clovis, Clodovic, Lewis, ou Luduin, car c'eft le uzsmr 
Nom, &c. Mezeray, Tom. I. Continuation de 'Hiftoire de 
France, &c, Liv. vi. p. 3. à Paris, 1652. 
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ſtance only in the fingle reign of their late king 
Lewis XIV. in whom that black character of anti- 
chriſt was but too eminently verified, namely, that 
be ſhould wear out jhe ſaints of the Moſt High. . . . 


As France therefore, in the times of the old Roman 


empire was called The Province, by way of emi- 

nence ; ſo is ſhe ſtill he tenth, on the fame princi- 

ple, the grand prop of the antichriſtian hierarchy, 
n, | 

6 4. The probability of the preſent interpretation 

appears, in that the war has for ſome time paſt 

been on foot. Once more, 

« It deſerves our notice, that as France was the 
laſt of the ten kingdoms, in which the ſecular anti- 
chriſtian beaſt was completed; ſo it is certain, it is 
now the only one that has not yet ſuffered a revoly- 
tion: what I mean is, has never been conquered in 
ſuch manner, as that an ab/elute change of government 
kas ſucceeded. It is, however, undeniable, that it 
muſt become ſuch a conqueſt, before the papal an- 
tichriſt can be removed: becauſe the ſecular power 
muſt be ſet aſide, before the eccleſiaſtical can poſ- 
fibly fink. And it is very probable, that Provi- 
dence has fixed the period of the firſt, (that is, the 
ſecular beaſt) in this kingdom, by telling us, that 
the number of the beaſt is the number of @ man; 
meaning, I ſuppoſe, a number contained in the name 
of a man. To intimate, I conceive, (beſides 
what regards its original ;) that the ſecular beaſt is 
to meet 1ts period in the downfal of this kingdom ; and 
that at a time when one of the Lewis's ſhall fit on 
the throne. 

« The es attending the accompliſhment of 
this prophecy, is a farther indication, that the king- 
dom of France is immediately deſigned by the tenth 
part of the city. Now the principal effects, or ſuch 

as 
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as we are directly furniſhed with from the text, are 
three ; of which, 

« The firſt, as was intimated above, is already 
begun, being a means leading to the completion of 
this prophecy, the ſlaughter of men of nete; yet more 
fully to be accompliſhed in giving the finiſhing blow 
to this great work.. 

The next remarkable effect is a revolution in re- 
ligtous principles, as well as ſecular intereſt. The 
text expreſsly tells us (as has likewiſe been ob- 
ſerved) that the remnant were affrighted, and gave 
glory to the God of heaven.—By the remnant we are 
undoubtedly to underſtand thoſe who ſhall not be 
cut off in the downfal of the tenth part of the city, 
by the preceding war. And by their being af- 
frighted, &c. we are evidently to conclude, that 
they become converts to pure and primitive 
chriſtianity.—But it will be ſaid, where is there 
proof, that this is an event applicable to @ remnant 
in the French nation? I anſwer, the evidence for it 
is this, . . . becauſe all the other antichriſtian ſtates 
but France, have their particular judgments aſ- 
ſigned them in a ſucceeding chapter, viz. the xvth 
to take place under the effects of the third woe. 
Thoſe therefore, notwithſtanding the effects brought 
about by the ſecond woe ſtill continue papal in re- 
ligion and government ; while the remnant here be- 
come truly Chriſtian, coaleſce with the two wit- 
neſſes, in their remains, and join with them in their 
triumphs, now immediately opening : which leads 
me to, 

« The laſt effect, namely, the aſcenſion of the wit- 
neſſes; that is, the deliverance of the Waldenſes 
and Albigenſcs, in their remains [to be conſidered, 
nevertheleſs, not merely as the repreſentatives of 
the two antient, original witneſſes ; but alſo by vir- 


tue 
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tue of their deſcent and profeſſion, as actually the 
preſent two witneſſes againſt the papal corruption, 
yet in a wilderneſs ftate : the deliverance of theſe, 
the remains and ſucceſſors of the ancient Waldenſes 
and Albigenſes] from the obſcurity and diſtreſs 
they are now in, with reſpect to religious matters; 
and giving them an opportunity of making a public 
profeſſion of the pure Chriſtian faith, for which 
they have now ſo long ſuffered from the French 
and their adherents; an opportunity to make this 
profeſſion openly and boldly in the kingdom of 
France itſelf, the very ſeat of their moſt cruel ſui- 
ferings and [ political] death. With this additional 
circumſtance to their glory, and the mortification 
of their former enemies, that they ſhall do it, in 
the ſight of ſuch other Roman catholic ſtates, as 
yet remain unconverted—And their enemies bebeld 
them. | 
„ FThere are expoſitors who are right as to the 
true interpretation of the witneſſes themſelves, 
namely, that they intend the Waldenſes and Albi- 
genſes, whoſe original riſe and feat, we are very 
certain was France ; but then in the application of 
the events concerning theſe witneſſes, ſuch parti- 
cularly as their aſcenſion, they very unhappily go off 
from the point, . . and refer that to Chriſtianity 
in general, which the text abſolutely reſtrains to 
theſe particular witneſſes.— But while we keep here, 
the effetfs themſelves fix the ſeat: of the calamities 
intended by the ſecond woe, immediately to France. 
Others at war with them, to bring about this happy 
revolution, as has been ſaid above, muſt, for the 
time, likewiſe ſuffer with them ; but thoſe only oc- 
caſionally and collaterally; the immediate ſeat of 
action appears to be France: and that for the rea- 
ſon now before us, namely, becauſe as the 3 
0 
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of thoſe Witneſſes was F RANCE, as it was Here, 
that they bore their iſt teſtimony againſt the papal 
corruption: and again; as it was here, in the remains 
of both churches, that they principally ſuffered ; 
here, that they have propheſied in ſackcloth, and laid 
concealed in a wilderneſs condition ; and finally, 
as it was here, and in the Vallies [of PitpmonT] 
that they were Filled, and here that they r9/e again. 
As France, either at irt or la, either imme- 
diately, or by her tools, has been ever remarkably 
concerned in al the afflictions and perſecutions, re- 
lative to theſe two Witneſſes : ſo it ſeems highly 
probable to conclude, that it ſhall be likewiſe Here, 
that theſe ſame Witneſſes ſhall aſcend; and that they 
are to aſcend by, or upon the overthrow of thoſe 
very enemies from whom they have principally 
ſuffered : Providence, by this method, coming 
home to the perſecutors, and revenging the quarret 
of his faithful Witneſſes on the ſpot,——But I have 
yet to ſubjoin, > 4 | 
« 7. (Tho' it was covertly hinted at above, ) that 
a farther reaſon for the preſent application of the 
tenth part of the city to the kingdom of France, 
is, That unleſs ſuch application be admitted; we ſhall 
in vain ſeek ſor the execution of any particular 
judgment on that part of the ſecular antichriſtian 
beaſt through the whiole Revelation: which is an 
omiſſion not only not to be accounted for, but, in- 
deed, not to be ſuppoſed. —Franct has been al- 
ways a remarkable limb, and notorious ſupport of 
the papal idolatry, and therefore muſt needs claim 
her ſhare in the plagues reſerved for that hierarchy ; 
nothing however of tf this kind will be found to occur, 
unleſs the deſtruction here threatened on be tenth 
part of the city, be the thing ſought for. 
« Laſtly, the preſent -— farther _ 
alr 
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fair for the truth, foraſmuch as the fall of Antichriſt 
himſelf (the Weſtern or papal however) and there- 
fore moſt of, if not all, the grand events belong- 
ing to the ſeventh trumpet, ſeem to depend on the 

ſubverſion of the tenth part of the City.—— FRANCE, 
as has been obſerved, is now the moſt powerful of 
all the catholic ſtates, and therefore it is not at all 
probable, that the papacy ſhould fall, till that Le 
taken out of the way. The very introduction of the 

vials ſeems to depend on this event. . . . This, as 4 
take it, is the reaſon, why 1 of her ruin is. 

1 inſerted in this particular place; that is to ſay, be- 
| tween the ſixth and ſeventh trumpets ; ſeeming one 
while to belong to the ſixth, by being mentioned 
under the ſixth trumpet, and at another to belong 
to the ſeventh, by being mentioned after the 
Zane of the witneſſes : to intimate, in ſhort, as 
ars to me, that it is the grand event beteveen 
baths cloſing what concerns the /econd toe under 
the þ xth trumpet, and bringing on what belongs to 
the third, under the. ſeventh. ... . 

4 III. Of the EARTHQUAKE, how to be under- 
ſtood, and what its effects. 

Having thus fix d the object 25 the Geond woe, 
in its latter branch, and made it probable, at leaſt, 
that FRanct is more immediately the kingdom, 
which is to ſuffer by the earthbguate here ſpoken of. 
This leads directly to inquire. into the meaning of — 12 
that expreſſion; or what we are to underſtand by 
the term earthquake, in the prophetic ſtyle. 

e 1. Now we learn by former accounts in this 
book where the ſame expreſſion 1s uſed, that it 
intends remarkable commotions in a ſtate or king- 
dom; and ſuch as are attended with a revolution. 
in the body politic, or form of government. Thus 


| particularly, with reſpect to the ſixth ſeal which 
4 brought 


ANONYMOUS. 


brought on the revolution in the Roman empire, 
under Conſtantine the Great; the deſcription opens 
with this character: and lo, there was a great earth- 
uake. So by the like term in this place, as 
it affects the tenth part of the city, we are doubtleſs 
to underſtand ſuch wars and commotions in the 
kingdom d France (allowing the premiſes juſt) 
as will, at laſt, iſſue in e 4f/e11;7i6n of the preſent 
form of government end the introduction of a Nww 
SYSTEM, both in civil and eccleſceſtical matters, with- 
in that dominion. _ ; 8 
6 2, Not that I apprehend this is the ele in- 
tended by the preſent term. For as reference is here 
had to the witneſſes, and it is by ibis event, that 
way is to be made for heir aſcenſion; as there is in 
the text, a ſingular agreement between the POWER, 
exerciſed by the moſt eminent of the prophets un- 
der the Old Teſtament diſpenſation and theſe 7ws 
witneſſes under the New : and laſtly, as the ſame 
extraordinary effects are attributed to bis peter, 
lodged with the preſent witneſſes, with what were 
produced by thoſe prophets, and turned upon their 
enemies: [Helis big with deſtruction to every ſe- 
cular power, that attempts the extirpation / 1b 
wilneſſes.] So it is not improbable, but that this 
earthquake may likewiſe include ſuch remarkable 
Occurrences in nature, preparatory to their laſt ge- 
neral deliverance, as that the/fars in their courſes may 
again be made to fight againſt their enemies. , . . 


« This conſtruction of the word earthquake, as I 


ſaid above, is founded chiefly on the extraordinary 
influence or power aſſigned the witneſſes in the 
eleventh chapter; nothing of which has yet been ob- 


ſerved to turn up in their hiſtory, that I know of; 


and therefcre is moſt probably reſerved for the 


times of this GRAND REVOLUTION. 
I-43 No. XI. 
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No. XI. DR. GILL. 1748. 


A vzxy eminent and learned diſſenting Miniſter 
among the baptiſt denomination, particularly dif- 
tinguiſhed by his rabinical learnin 

The following extract is taken 15 rom his elaborate 
ex poſition, in 

« Rev. XI, 13. And the ſame hour was there a 
great earthquake [or the ſame day, as the Complu- 
tenſian edition, and ſome copies, read] that is, at the 
time of the reſurrection and aſcenſion of the witneſ- 
ſes, as there was at the reſurrection of Chriſt ; and 
is to be underſtood of a very great commotion in 
the civil affairs of kingdoms and nations within the 
Roman juriſdiction, as there was when Rome Pagan 
was near its ruin, chapter vi. 12. And the tenth 
2 of the city fell . . , . By the city is meant the 

city of Rome the great city mentioned in verſe 8. 
And by the tenth part of it may be deſigned, either 
Rome itſelf, which as it now 1s, according to the 
obſervation of ſome, is but a tenth part of what it 
was once ; ſo that the ſame thing i is meant as when 
it is ſaid, « Babylon is fallen, is fallen:“ or, it may 
deſign the tithes and profits which ariſe from the 
ſeveral kingdoms belonging to the juriſdiction and 
ſee of Rome, which now will fall off from thoſe 
who uſed to ſhare them, upon this new and ſpiritual 
ſtate of things, the goſpel Jai aily gaining ground, and 
enlightening the minds of men, and freeing them 
from the ſlavery they were held in: or . . . rather, 
one of the ten kingdoms into which the Roman 
weſtern empire was divided. Dr. Goodwin ſeems 
inclined to think, that Great Britain is intended, 
which having been gained over to the popiſh Pay 
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will now fall off again: but I rather think the king- 
dom of FRANCE is meant, the laſt of the ten king- ' 
doms, which roſe up out of the ruins of the Ro- 
man empire, which will be conquered, and which 


will be the means of its reformation from popery. 


« And in the earthquake were ſlain of men ſeven 
thouſand, 1 

« The meaning is that in the commotions, maſſa- 
cres, tumults and wars which will be throughout 


the empire ſuch a number of men will be flain; 


which is either put for a greater number, a certain 
for an uncertain (as in Rom. xi. 4. and perhaps in 
reference to the account there) otherwiſe ſeven 
thouſand is but a ſmall number to be ſlain in bat- 
tle; or as it is in the original text, © the names of 
MEN 7000” now it 1s obſerved by ſome, that the 
{ſmalleſt name of number belonging to men is a 
centurion, or captain of an hundred men; and ſup- 
poſing that ta be meant, then ſeven thouſand names 
of men will imply that in an hour, or a fortnight's 


time, may be ſlain throughout all Europe in bat- 


tles and maſſacres about 700,000 men which is a 
very large number: or NaMss of men may ſignify 
men of name, of great renown (as in Numbers 
xvi. 2.) and then if ſeven thouſand men of name, 
officers in armies ſhould be ſlain, how great muſt 
be the number of the common ſoldiers? Some have 
thought that ECCLESIASTICAL DIGNITIES, or men 
diſtinguiſhed by names and TITLES, ſuch as car- 
dinals, archbiſhops, biſhops, prieſts, and the whole 
rabble of the antichriſtian hierarchy, which will 
now fall and be utterly demoliſhed, are intended.“ 
The following paſſages are taken from a remark- 
able sERMoNn by Dr. Gill, on the wwatchman's anſwer 
to the queſtion, what of the night ? 
If it ſhould be aſked, What time it is with 
| us 
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us now? where-about we are? and what is yet to 
come of this night? As a faithful watchman, I'll 
give you the beſt account I can: I take it, we 
are in the Sardian church-ſtate, in the latter part 
of it, which brought on the reformation, and 
repreſents that; we are in the decline of that 
ſtate: and there are many things ſaid of that 
church which agree with us; as that we have a 
name, that we live, and are dend; &c...... 
it is a fort of a twilight with us, between clear and 
dark, between day and night. As to what of the 
night is yet to come, or what will befal the churches, 
and will bring on the diſmal night before us; 
they are the ſlaying of the witneſſes, and the uni- 
verſal ſpread of popery all over Chriſtendom; and 
the latter is the unavoidable conſequence of the 
former. e | 
«© The ſlaying of the witne ſes, which I underſtand 
not ſo much 1n a literal ſenſe, or of a corporal death ; 
though there may be many ſlain in this ſenſe when 
1t will be; but in a civil ſenſe, with reſpect to their 
miniſtry, being ſilenced by their enemies, and neg- 
lected by their friends; this is an affair that is not 
yet over: .. the witneſſes have not yet 2 their 
teſtimony ; they are ſtill propheſying, though in ſack- 
cloth, or under ſome diſcouragements; whereas it 
will be when they have finiſhed their teſtimony, and 
at the cloſe of the 1260 days, or years of antichriſt's 
reign, that they will be Killed. the ruin of antichriſt 
will immediately follow the riſing and aſcenſion of 
theſe witneſſes; for at the ſame boar that they ſhall 
aicend, will be a great earthquake, ora REvoLUTION 
in the papal ſtate ; and the tenth part of the city, or of 
the Romiſh juriſdiction, ſhall fall; that 1s, one of its 
ten horns, kings or kingdoms belonging to it, and 
perhaps the kingdom of France is meant, and ſeven 
EE thouſand 
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thouſand men of name will be lain, and the reſt be 
affrighted, and give glory to God ; nothing of 
which has yet been done... . From all of which it 
may be concluded, that the ſlaying of the witneſſes 
is yet to come, and will make the diſmal part 
of that night we are entering into, and which will 
be accompanied with a univerſal ſpread of Popery : 
. - . but her plagues ſhall come in one day, death, and 
mourning, and famine, and ſhe ſhall be utterly burnt 
with fire... Before the utter deſtruction of antichriſt, 
be ſhall go forth again with great fury to deſtroy, 
and utterly to make away many; yea, be ſhall plant 
the tabernacles of his palace between the ſeas, in the 
glorious holy mountain, or the mountain of delight, of 
holineſs ; and what place is there in all the globe, to 
which this deſcription ſo well anſwers as Great 
Britain? this will be done before, and but a little 
before his ruin; for it follows, yet he ſhall come zo 
his end, and none ſhall help him.” 

Nov, in all that I have faid upon the whole, 
I do not pretend to any extraordinary impulſe 
from God, or to any prophetic ſpirit, but I ground 
all upon the word of God; and if what I have faid 
does not appear from thence, and upon the face of 
things in providence, I have no pretenſions to any 
thing elſe to ſupport my opinion with, and as ſuch 
only I deliver it.“ | 
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REMARKS ON THE PRECEDING EXTRACTS. 


Ov obſervations are deſigned by way of rtcoL- 
' LECTION, REFLECTION, and IMPROVEMENT of the 
ſubject. 

I. By way of affiſting the reader's xxcoLLEC- 
TION, we obſerve, | 8 

1. That theſe writers, on the authority of cer- 
tain paſſages of ſcripture, predict a grand and im- 
portant REVOLUTION in FRANCE—2 change both 

of the eccleſiaſtical and civil polity; the introduction 

of a NEW SYSTEM, fatal to popery and tyranny, but 
friendly to the liberty, peace and happineſs of 
mankind. 

2. They foretel that this revolution ſhall be ef- 
fected not in che ordinary courſe of things, nor by 
the miniſtry of the goſpel — but by a peculiar diſpenſa- 
tion of heaven—by a ſudden convulfion, compared to 
an EARTHQUAKE ; yet not (in the firſt inſtance at 
leaſt) attended with any great effuſion of blood ; 
but the chief deſtruction ſhall be of names, Titles, 
ecclefiaſtical dignities, privileged orders, &c. and at- 
tended with a great humiliation (at leaſt) even of 
Monarchy itſelf — and that this event ſhould be in- 
troductory to a period in which religion and go- 
vernment ſhould be reduced to a degree of primi- 
tive ſimplicity in which the pride of courts, the 
ambition of conquerors, and the deceits and uſurp- 
ation of eccleſiaſtical tyrants ſhall have no place. 

3. They add, That the eccigſiaſtical treaſures ſhall 
be diverted into a new channel That the French 
nation ſhall break with Rome ; not at once, but by 


degrees — and thus a door be gradually opened — 
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the propagation of the goſpel in France and other 
parts of Europe. | 

4. Theſe writers circumſcribe a period for theſe 
great events - between 1785 and 1795, ſays Jurieu 
between 1790 and 1794, ſays Fleming Our 
Anonymous writer, and ſeveral of the others ſay, in 
the reign of a Lewis and Love ſays, Babylon (or 
popery) ſhall fall (or begin to fall) in 1790. 

5. Beſide the events which immediately relate to 
France, ſome of the above mention a particular 
mortification of the houſe of Auſtria Others (as 
Uſher and Gill) ſpeak of the ſlaying and reſurrec- 
tion of the witneſſes in a manner not yet accom- 
pliſhed. Our firſt extract taken from Archbiſhop 
Brewn, reſpecting the Feſuits, has been literally ful- 
filled. The curſe of Jobn Knox on the French king 
has been moſt awfully accompliſhed in the fate.of 
the unhappy Lewis XVI. in the third generation 
from the tyrant, falſely ſurnamed, the Great. 

II. We now proceed to offer a few REFLEC= 
TIONS on theſe extraordinary paſſages. 

And, 1. It mult be confeſſed that many of theſe 
conjectures, particularly reſpecting France, have 
been remarkably verified in the late revolutions of 
that k ingdom; both as to facts and dates. The 
circumſtances are too notorious to need particu- 
larizing: I will only obſerve that whatever may be 
thought of the recent conduct of the French (and I 
am not their apologiſt) it will generally be ad- 
mitted that many of the principles on which the 
new conſtitutions have been erected, are not only 
novel and unprecedented, but in other reſpects 
ſtrongly correſpond with the characters above 
given. 

2. It muſt be admitted that all theſe good men 
have been more or leſs miſtaken in ſeveral events 

1* 
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"and circumſtances of an inſerior importance; 
and ſome of them in the periods they fixed for 
their fulfilment. Moſt of them have ſpoken only 
by way of conjecture, and made no pretenſions to a 
ſpir t of prophecy. Jurieu, indeed, in the main of 
his predictions, believed himſelf under a ſuperior 
guidance; and thoſe very predictions have been 
wonderfully accompliſhed. It may be objected, „. 
that he, with ſome of the others, was unhappily | 
miſtaken as to the French revolution producing 
little or no bloodſhed : but it ſhould be obſerved 
that in the firſt inſtance this was wonderfully true. 
It was the interference of foreign powers afterward, 
and the violence of domeſtic parties, which pro- 
duced the horrid flaughter which ſucceeded; and 
which offers another awful fulfilment of the pro- 
1 phecy, by deſtroying a prodigious number of men of 
= ame, title, fame and quality. - 
3. It is not impoſſible, however, that ſome of 
the above conjectures, not hitherto fulfilled, may yet 
be ſo, in a manner as remarkable as any of the 
others. I will venture in one n to ou out 
the poſſibility of this. 
Great and wonderful are the events now tranſact- 
ing on the theatre of Europe; and what will be 
the iſſue, it may be both vain and preſumptuous to 
conjecture. But ſhould the combined powers ſuc- — 
ceed in the reſtoration of Monarchy on a conſtitution 
ſimilar to that of 1789 and 1790, we may fee, as 
Furieu conjectured, the French Monarchy raiſed 
again from its late humiliation, to new and unpre- 
1 cedented glory.— Or, ſhould the republic acquire a 
1 peaceable eſtabliſhment, if not the monarchy, yet 
" the nation may obtain that dignity, which, 7 
| may equally comport with facred he 
Some have indeed — a fear leſt the ancient 


tyranny 


— 
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tyranny (eccleſiaſtical as well as civil) ſhould gain a 
re-eſtabliſhment in France the dotmant ſpirit of 


- perſecution be revived, and that general and dreadful 


ſlaughter of the witneſſes follow, which was long 
fince expected by Uſher, and more recently by Dr. 
Gill. The Lord avert from us ſuch a judgment! 
But, even in this caſe, we have the conſolation to 
be ſatisfied, both from prophecy and from circum- 
ſtances, that ſuch a triumph muſt be very tran- 


ſtent, and immediately introduce a better ſtate of 


things than the world has yet experienced. A per- 
manent tyranny in France can hardly be expected 
by thoſe who wiſh to exerciſe it; and by others I 
hope not deſired. 

4. It may be enquired in what light are we to 
conſider theſe extracts? Certainly not as a ne 
revelation, and not merely, I conceive, as happy 
gueſſes. But as rational conjettures on the ſcriptura 
prophecies, which form a powerful argument in favor 
of divine revelation. For unleſs the reader con- 
ſider all theſe as random gueſſes, or admit them as 
new revelations, either of which I ſuppoſe few will 
do, it muſt follow, that they are juſt explications of 
exiſting prophecies; and conſequently, that thoſe 
prophecies have been accompliſhed. Now the ac- 
compliſhment of prophecy is the proper evidence 
of its inſpiration : and in this view we have ac- 
quired from the events of our own times, an ad- 
ditional and ſtriking evidence of the truth of holy 
ſcripture. 

5. I ſhall only add a remark that may be of 
ſome uſe in appreciating the value of theſe au- 
thors — They are not all equally originals; Dr. Goed- 
win, and Monſ. Jurieu, ſeem to have been moſt 
eminently ſo: But it 1s highly probable that Mr. 


Fleming had ſeen both theſe authors; and Dr. 


1 Gill, 
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Gill, and perhaps the Anonymous writer, all the 
three. This is not meant to depreciate the latter 
writers; but to aſſiſt the reader in forming a 
comparative eſtimate of the extracts. | 
III. We ſhall now beg leave to attempt ſome 
practical 1MPROVEMENT of the ſubject, by re- 
marking the conduct of Divine Providence, in the 
events above alluded to. 

When the Prophet Ezekiel [chap i.] entered on 
his miſſion he was, for his inſtruction and encour- 


agement favoured with one of the ſublimeſt viſions 


that can be conceived; in which are many parti- 
culars which perplex the ableſt commentators ; 
but the general deſign appears to be, that the 
whole was intended to exhibit, in the wheels, an 
idea of the mackinery of Divine Providence; and 


by the cherubim, the agency by which it is conducted. 


In this view, the following hints I hope will not 


be thought impertinent, though not offered as a 


complete explanation of the viſion. 
1. In this ſcenery we may obſerve the magnifi- 


cence of Providence. Not to advert to the flam- 


ing cherubim or ſapphire-coloured throne, how 
magnificent the machine itſelf | The rings were: ſo 
high, faith the prophet, that they were areacful to 


behold, their colour was like the beryl, (i. e.) a 


beautiful ſca green, and they were full of eyes round 
about. The prodigious circumference of the 
wheels, repreſents the comprehenſiyencis of Pro- 
vidence, the magnitude of its objects, and the 
grandeur of its movements; but the eyes ſuggeſt 
another idea, namely, | | 

2, The wiſdom of Providence. Chance is pro- 
perly repreſented blind, but Providence is full of 
eyes. It is allo ſaid, that tbe ſpirit of the living 


creatures, ar the ſame ipirit that actuates them, 


reſideth 
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refideth in the wheels, and directeth all their mo- 
tions; and while worldly men rely on the ſagacity 
of their ſtateſmen, or the prudence of their ge- 
nerals, he fruſtrates the counſels of an Abitapbel, 
and taketh the wiſe in their own craſtineſs,—Bug this 
circumſtance may intimate allo, " 

3. The harmony of Providence—the ſame ſpirit 
reſideth both in the living creatures and in the 
wheels, and thus directs the whole machinery, and 
ſecures the moſt perfect harmony in all its move- 
ments—** when the living creatures went, the 
wheels went by them; and when the living crea- 
tures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels 
were lifted up.—W hitherſoever the ſpirit was to 
go, they went.“ 

4. The irreſiſtibilitiy of Providence is ſtrongly 
implied both in the magnitude of the wheels, which 
were terrible to behold, and in the power by which 
they were directed, the ſpirit that was in them. 
Fence they went ftraight forward, no obſtacle could 
change their courſe ; they turned not as they went, 
no power could impede their motion—for they, as 
well as the living creatures, © ran and returned, 
as the appearance of a flaſh of lightning.” 

5. This machinery repreſents the myteriouſneſs 
of divine Providence—it was as if it were @ wheel 
within a wheel, i. e. ſeveral rings involved one in 
another, like the circles of an armillary ſphere : _ 
ſo complicated are the movements of irovidence. 
We behold indeed the revolutions of the machine, 
but know nothing of the mechaniſm (io to ſpeak) 
within. Hence are we otten deceived in Calcu- 
lating events and conſequences, by our own ſa- 
gacity. But prophecy is like the index of the 
clock; by jrs neceſſary connection with the in- 
ternal movements - by its being dictated by the 

D irit 
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» afpirit that reſideth in the wheels—it bedoenes, as far 
as we are enabled to underſtand it, a certain guide 
io our conjectures. But without this how vain and 
uncertain are all political ſpeculations! When the 
Duke of Brunſwick marched with the flower of his 
army into the heart of France — When the armies 
of the republie ſpread thir victories thro? all the 
ſurrounding countries or, when on a ſudden turn 
| of affairs, Dumourier declared for monarchy, = 
and marched back to France with a view to effect 
a counter-reyolution—what power ſeemed able to 
withſtand them? None; but that of the 


6 369,92 xc Mend when. 
6 Which guides and turns the great machine,” 


2n idea in perfect coincidence with the viſion of 

- = the prophet, who obſerved that every living crea- 

| tte had the hand as of @ man concealed beneath 
bis wings. 


| 
| 
| Once more, 6. When Ezekiel had a repetition 1 
© HE of the viſion (ch. x. 13.) a voice, I ſuppoſe 2 
| | > from the celeftial throne, proclaimed to the ma- | 
| 
| 
| 
l 


2 


4 


2 


chine— not O wheel,” as in our tranſlation, * 
being quite a different word from that rendered 
wheel in the context—but rather“ xeyoLu- 
T0N *,”D As if to inform us that the proper de- 
ſign and tendency of the wheels, is to effect xx- 
VOLUTIONS as well in nations and communities, as — 
in the affairs of families and individuals. The 
world ſubſiſts by revolutions, Good men, in- 
deed, ſhould be cautious of promoting ſuch 
_ as are needleſs; and may tremble at the moſt 
22% eee dut if the voice from heaven crys 


= + Seo Punt Hob Lex. in 37 5.5 


their only deſign they could not have done it 


* 7 
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« REVOLUTION!” in vain would all the 
owers upon earth attempt to arreſt the motions 
of theſe wheels. They ſhall go round mew? 
ſacred prediction is © accompliſhed ; till the laſt 
9 79 in the plan of Providence is brought to 
aſs. 1 1 
" It is certain that the authors of the French re- 
volution had nothing leſs in view than the ac- 
compliſhment of prophecy; yet had this been 


more effectually. It is the Lord's uſual - method 
to effect his purpoſes by undeſigning, and even 
refractory agents. He doth whatſoever pleaſeth him, 
not only in the armies of heaven z but alſo among ibe 
inhabitants ee eartbz. : ho 
It is indeed ſhocking to think of the preſent - 
Naughter amongſt conflicting powers and parties; 
but prophecy} holds out this conſolation, that 
when the judgment written ſhall be accompliſhed, 
and the preſent convulſions ſublide—ibe remnant 
ſhall give po: to the God of heaven-—ſhall acknow- _ 
ledge his hand in all their ſufferings ; and, I hope, 
receiye his goſpel in all its purity and power, 
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